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From 2007 to 2011, I was writing a Ph.D. dissertation titled “Ethnologie et 
éthnonymologie de la Phénicie durant la période macédonienne et romaine” 
“Ethnology and ethnonymology of Phoenicia during the Macedonian and 


Roman period” for the University of Paris 1 Sorbonne. 


One of my aims in this study was to use the symbols of symbolic logic in 
ethnology, ethnonymology and in the rest of human sciences. The purpose of 
using symbolic language was to improve the understanding of this section of 


science. 


It was able to apply symbolic language in this science successfully. Yet, 
because of certain limits imposed by the supervisors, I didn’t the symbols in 
the first chapter of the dissertation which contained a general theory of 
ethnology and ethnonymology. In the end, the dissertation was obstructed by 


one or two of the supervisors. 


Writing a verb of action in symbolic language was at first very difficult. Being 
a photographer at that time, I used the analogy of a motion-picture film to 


solve the problem. The reasoning was the following: 
1) The film contains a sequence of different situations. 
2) When the film moves, we see an action. 


3) A verb of action indicates an action. Therefore, a verb of action was 


a sequence of different situations. 


Just as on the film there are finite numbers of situations, our eyes and brains 


can only capture finite numbers of situations. 


In reality, between the beginning of an action and the end of an action, there 
are infinite numbers of situations. This was the cause of my initial inability to 


translate verbs of action into symbolic language. 


The following is a simple translation of a verb of action into symbolic 


language: 


C is the symbol of a certain cat. 
A-E is a line containing this sequence of points <A, B, C, D, E>. 
C(A) is the cat at point A, C(B) at B and so on. 
W is the symbol for verb “he walks”. 
W(C) is the symbol for “the cat walks”. 
W(C(A-E)) is the symbol for “the cat walks from A to E”’. 
Therefore, W(C(A-E)) = <C(A), C(B), C(C), C(D), C(E)> 
/ It is a sequence where the cat walks from A to E. 
Therefore, W(C) = <C(a), ... , C(n)> 


/ ais any point of beginning of action and n is any 


point of end of action 
Therefore, the verb “he walks” W = <x(a), ... , x(n)> 


/ xis anything that walks from a ton 


